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A parent asks a child, “Baby, say those three magical words.” The baby’s reply is not ‘I Love You’ but 

‘Aadhaar Card Compulsory!’ Social media abounds with such jokes a plenty and the city’s own 

innovative artist Manjot Kaur goes a step forward to do a spoof on the aadhaar card as an 

interactive art performance here on Saturday. Manjot has been known for art installations and 

performances. Now she has chosen to do a take-off on the art card in a full public view to be able to 

understand the implications and also getting the audience to participate in the process. It is the local 

artist’s way, generating a debate of a matter that seems to be the concern of every Indian. 

The invitation clearly states that the precious card is a compulsion for interaction at VR Punjab, 

Mohali from 12 noon to 8pm. 

 

WHAT WILL HAPPEN WHEN VISITORS REACH THERE? 

They will find themselves in a gray arena with a golden triangle, representing the cover of the 

Constitution of India, 12 X 20 feet, with plastic eyeballs scattered around to suggest identity encased 

in the card. Actor Harpal, dressed in two shades of khakhi will put a mark on their fingers with nail 

polish if you please and then lead them to the comely Manjot in a similar uniform who will write 

their number on her painting and take their finger prints. “This process will go on continuously and I 

will create my painting by the sole use of aadhaar numbers and fingerprints as well as two or three 

words by those who do not have the card with them as a means to record the visitors who visited 

the venue on the said dates,” she said. 

She adds, “This work is enactment of a situation, where a citizen can have access to the basic rights 

only by using the aadhaar number,”. 

The painter is starting a debate on what it feels to give you eye impressions and telephone 

companies. 

Manjot is versatile in her themes of performance art ranging from painting herself black and gold in 

silence in performance in the past titled: ‘Listening to the Heartbeat’. 

Atta! Girl, we are listening to your heartbeat and your mind games. 

 


